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JOHN BAPTIST SALPOINTE, 1825-1894

By SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH, C.S.J. *

Introduction
HE LAST Bishop of Durango to exercise jurisdiction over
New Mexico was Bishop Zubiria. 1 He saw the great mistake of his predecessors in opposing the Franciscans and attempted to revive their Custody, but the declining Franciscan
Province was able to send only one friar. To help solve his
problem the Bishop encouraged a native clergy and not without some success. However, by·1840, there were not enough
Franciscans left nor enough secular priests to replace the
- Franciscans. The Indians, never fully converted, fell back
deeper into their former paganism. The descendants of the
Spanish colonists kept the Faith but gradually they were becoming indifferent from neglect. 2
This was the condition of the Church when General
Stephen Watts Kearny on August 18, 1846, raised the American flag in Santa Fe, taking formal possession in the name
of the United States. 3 Some of the secular clergy would not
submit to American rule and returned to Mexico. Others gave

T

• Salpointe High School, Tucson, Arizona. [This article is the bulk of a M.A. Thesis,
University of San Francisco, 1956. Ed.]
1. D~n Jose Antonio Laureano de Zuhiria, Bishop of Durango, 1831-50. Cf. Lamy
Memorial, Centenary of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. No author given (Santa Fe, New
Mexico: Schifani Bros., 1950), p. 22.
2. Father Angelico Chavez, O.F.M., The Cathedral of the ROlIal City of the Holy Faith
of Saint Francis (Santa Fe, New Mexico: Santa Fe Press, 1947), p. 5.
3. The Old Faith and Old Glory, The Story of the Church in New Mexico Since the
American Occupation. No author given, (Santa Fe: Santa Fe Press, 1946), p. 3.
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open support to opposition movements and attempts to overthrow American superiority, and in one uprising at Taos,
Governor Bent was killed. Father Vicario Don Juan Felipe
Ortiz, Vicar of Bishop Zubiria, was considered an enemy of
American institutions and the military authorities tried to
"suspend" him from performing his ecclesiastical functions. 4
Being so far away and of another country, Bishop Zubiria could do little to rectify the situation. Knowledge of
this deplorable condition reached the Bishops of the United
States and, in 1849, the Seventh Provincial Council of Baltimore requested Pope Pius IX to assign an American Bishop
to the Southwest. In answer to their petition Pope Pius IX,
by a decree of July 19, 1850, created the Vicariate of New
Mexico with John Baptist Lamy of the Diocese of Cincinnati
the first Bishop.1i
1. Bishop Lamy and Father Salpointe, 1825-59

After receiving episcopal consecration in Saint Peter's
Church, the Cathedral of Cincinnati, on November 24, 1850,
Bishop Lamyl was most anxious to start for his Vicariate.
Two routes lay open to him. The more direct one was over the
Santa Fe Trail. It started at St. Louis from which city a
steamboat was taken to Independence. From there the journey was made by wagon to Santa Fe, a distance of about nine
hundred miles over prairies made dangerous by Indians. The
longer route, but by no means the easier, was via New Orleans and Galveston. The New Orleans' route was the one
chosen by Bishop Lamy.2
At New Orleans, as had been planned, Bishop Lamy met
4. laid., p. 6.
5. John Baptist Salpointe, D.D., Soldiers of the Cross, Notes on the Ecclesiastical History of New Mexico, Arizona and Colorado (Banning, California: St. Boniface's Industrial
School, 1898), p. 194.
1. The Most Reverend John Baptist Lamy, D.D., was born on October 11, 1814, at
Lempdes, in the Diocese of Clermont Ferrand, Department of Puy-de-Dome, France. He
studied at the preparatory seminary of Clermont and the grand seminary of Mont Ferrand, being ordained in December, 1838. In 1839, he was given permission to enlist as
one of the missionaries of Bishop Purcell of Cincinnati. Previous to 1850, he had labored
in the missions of Ohio and Kentucky. cf. Salpointe, op. cit., p. 194-195.
2. Ibid., p. 195.
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Father Joseph P. Machebeuf whom he had asked to accompany him and labor with him in the new Vicariate. Together
they arrived in Santa Fe in the summer of 1851 after a tiring
and strenuous journey.
However, they were not readily accepted by the Catholics,
clergy and laity, in Santa Fe. No notice of a change in jurisdiction had reached the Bishop of Durango, the Most Reverend Don Jose Antonio Zubiria, and, therefore, his clergy in
Santa Fe were not aware of the establishment of the
Vicariate.
3

Primed by years of battling with the local government,
and used to many more of independence from their Bishop in
distant Durango, the few priests of New Mexico were in no
smiling mood to accept these strangers. Not only were they
Americans by adoption, but Frenchmen by birth-and both
Frenchmen and Spaniards had lost face in America from all
the political intrigues in Mexico since her independence. 4

In order to verify his authority, Bishop Lamy decided to
make the trip to Durango and present his credentials to
Bishop Zubiria. Reverend J. P. Machebeuf remained in Santa
Fe with the Reverend Juan Felipe Ortiz, the Vicar General.
The Bishop of Durango received Bishop Lamy kindly and
after examining the papers from the Holy See, accepted the
division of his diocese. Possessing the papers that were necessary to show that the Bishop of Durango no longer claimed
jurisdiction over the territory assigned to the new Vicariate,
Bishop Lamy returned to Santa Fe. He had traveled about
nineteen hundred miles on horseback, having only a servant
as a companion, when he arrived back in Santa Fe. 5
Even though Bishop Lamy proved that he had the jurisdiction of New Mexico, some of the clergy would not accept
8. Joseph Proiectus Machebelli was born in the city of Riom in the Department of
Puy-de-Dome, France. on August 11. 1812. His mother died when he was young. He was
educated by the Christian Brothers, and after attending the college in Riom, decided to
become a priest. He completed his seminary studies at Mont Ferrand in 1886 and was
ordained in the Christmas Ember week. He was an assistant in the parish of LeCendre
when Bishop Purcell came to ask for missionaries for his Ohio diocese. Father Machebeuf,
along with Reverend J. B. Lamy and several other priests, offered himself for the foreign
missions. Cf. Salpointe, op. cit., PP. 197-198.
4. The Old Faith and Old Gloru. op. cit., P. 7.
5. Salpointe. op. cit.• P. 198.
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his authority and a few returned to Durango. Others remained but acted independently of the Bishop. With the Reverend J. P. Machebeuf, whom he made his Vicar General,
Bishop Lamy tried to meet the spiritual needs of the scattered population living in the Territory. It was an arduous
task and became even more difficult when Congress, in 1853,
added Arizona and that part of Colorado east of the Rockies
to the Territory of New Mexico. 6 As the Territory expanded,
so likewise did the Vicariate.
On July 28, 1853, Pope Pius IX raised the Vicariate of
New Mexico to the rank of an Episcopal See, attached to the
city of Santa Fe. 6a Soon afterwards Bishop Lamy went to
Europe to obtain priests for his diocese. He returned to Clermont, France, the capital of his native department, and was
able to bring back a few priests and clerics. These did not
meet the demands of his rapidly expanding parishes, so therefore, in 1856, Bishop Lamy sent Father Machebeuf to France
for more missionaries. The trip was not in vain for six new
subjects were procured for the diocese. 7
When Bishop Lamy went East in 1852 to attend the First
Plenary Council of Baltimore, he stopped in Kentucky and
obtained some Sisters of Loretto at the Foot of the Cross 8
to open a school in Santa Fe.
. . . The dearth of education had appalled Lamy on his arrival.
He realized that the people were not so much to blame, for the
country itself was poor, isolated in every direction, and torn
by strife. The early Franciscans had conducted prosperous
schools for the short period in which grants from the Spanish
Crown were forthcoming; but when this support was withdrawn and the friars expelled, all means of education vanished.
Nor were the Bishops of Durango remiss in this matter.
No matter how often the Mexican hierarchy tried to re-establish centers of education in each diocese, a revolution was
bound to come like a wave and sweep the beach clean again.
They renewed their efforts, especially after the Mexican Con6. The Old Faith and Old Glory. op. cit., p. 7.
6a. Lamy Memorial. op. cit.• p. 27 ; the date is July 29, 1853. in Salpointe. op. cit.• P. 206.
7. Salpointe. op. cit., pp. 206-208.
8. This community had been founded in Kentucky in 1812 by Reverend Charles
Nerinckx, a Belgian priest exiled from his native land because of religious persecution.
It was the beginning of the first American foundation of religious women having no
affiliations with Europe. Cf. Sister Richard Marie Barbour. S.L.• Light in Yucca Land
(Santa Fe, New Mexico: Schifani Bros., 1952), P. 29.
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stitution of 1824, to counteract the efforts of the lodges of England and Scotland which were infecting the youth of Mexico
with anti-clerical ideas. One such college was founded in Santa
Fe in 1826, but local conditions did not let it continue for longthe priests in Santa Fe and other places did their best regarding schools during those twenty years, but the poverty of
the country and the chaotic times were against them. 9

The school, the Academy of Our Lady of Light, established by these Sisters provided for the education of young
girls in Santa Fe, but Bishop Lamy was also anxious to have
an institution in the capital of the Territory for the education of young men. The demand for more priests was also
urgent as testified in his letter to Archbishop Purcell 10 of
Cincinnati.
. . . I am very much in need of priests. That new territory of
Arizona belongs to us now. . . . Next month I send one of my

priests to France to try to obtain priests and some brothers
of the Christian Doctrine to established a good school in Sta.
Fe.l l

Thus it was that the Reverend Peter Eguillon,12 Bishop
Lamy's Vicar General, arrived in France in 1859,13 He went
to Bishop Lamy's and also his own native diocese, Clermont
Ferrand, in southeastern France, about midway between
Paris and Marseilles. Here he was going to ask for missionaries before going to seek elsewhere, if it were necessary.
9. Th. Old Faith a...d Old Gwry, op. cit.• p. 9.

10. The See of Cincinnati was elevated to an archdiocese by Pope Piux IX on July 19,
1850, the same day as the erection of the Vicariate of New Mexico.
11. Bishop Lamy, Santa Fe, New Mexico, to Archbishop Purcell, January 16, 1859,
(Archdiocesan Archives, Santa Fe, New Mexico. Hereafter referred to as A.A.S.F.)
12. Reverend Peter Eguillon had come to the diocese of Santa Fe from France with
Bishop Lamy in 1854. He remained in Santa Fe for about one year to teach theology
to some seminarians and to prepare them for ordination. In October, 1855, he was made
the pastor of Socorro, New Mexico. He was appointed Rector of the Cathedral and Vicar
General of the diocese on November 4, 1858. He held the office of Vicar General until his
death, July 21, 1892. He was Rector of the Cathedral until his death, except for the years
1869-1878. Cf. Lamy Memorial, op. cit., p. 40, and Salpointe, op. cit., p. 207.
13. The exact date on which the Reverend P. Eguillon began his trip to France or
on which he arrived there is not certain. However, he did leave Santa Fe before June 20,
1859, as determined from the following letter of Bishop Lamy, Santa Fe, New Mexico,
to Archbishop Purcell, June 20, 1859, (A.A.S.F.):
u • • • I have also sent to France to obtain missionaries, and a colony of Des Freres de la
Doctri.... Chr.ti......... But I have no news yet if I will obtain them or not. . . :'
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For indeed, the seminary of this diocese has become known
by the appellation, "Nursery of the Missionaries of the New
World." 14
Father Eguillon stopped first at the preparatory seminary
and it was here that he met Father John Baptist Salpointe.
This young priest who was the Procurator and the Professor
of Natural Sciences at the Seminary was a native of the
Clermont Ferrand Diocese. He was born in the parish of St.
Maurice de Poinsat, Department of Puy-de-Dome, France,
on February 25, 1825. 15 His parents came from the best families of the place and, coming from a thoroughly Christian and
virtuous home" his early aspirations toward the priesthood
were fostered and encouraged.I 6
Father Salpointe, having studied the classics at the Petit
Seminaire of Agen, had completed his preparatory studies
at the College of Riom, where he passed a most creditable
examination. He then entered the Seminary of Mont Ferrand
where he completed his courses in theology, canon law and
other subjects preliminary to Sacred Orders under the Sulpician priests who composed the teaching staff of the seminary. On December 21, 1851,17 John Baptist Salpointe was
ordained by the Right Reverend Louis Charles Feron, Bishop
of Clermont Ferrand. 18
Soon after ordination, Abbe Salpointe was sent as assistant priest successively at Solledes, Menat and Clermont, and
rising constantly, according as his merit was better known,
he soon after was appointed Professor of Natural Sciences in
the Diocesan Seminary of Clermont, acting at the same time
as the Procurator of the Seminary. Thus in a few years he had
14. Louis H. Warner, Archbishop Lamy, An Epoch Maker, (Santa Fe: Santa Fe New
Mexican Publishers, 1936), pp. 26-27.
15. Reverend James H. Defouri, Historical Sketch of the Catholic Church in New
Mezico, (San Francisco: McCormick Bros., 1887), p. 154; John Baptist Salpointe's birthday
is given as February 21, 1825, cf. "John Baptist Salpointe," National Cycwpaedia of
American Biography, XII (1904), 50; and, as February 22, 1825, in Hoffman's Catholic
Directory, (1899), Necrology.
16. Defouri, op. cit., p. 154.
17. The Memorial Volume, A History of the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore, NofJember 9-December, 1884, (Baltimore: The Baltimore Publishers, 1885), p. 87; according
to the National Cyclopaedia of American Biography, op. cit., p. 50, the ordination date
was December 20, 185!.
18. Defouri, op. cit., p. 154.
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risen, filling one of the most important offices of the Diocese,
with the well-founded hope of rising still higher in a very few
years. 19

However, Providence had decreed it otherwise, and the
talents and qualities of young Father SaJpointe were going
to be developed in a far away country that needed them more.
The desires he had to further the Kingdom of God on earth
were enthusiastically encouraged by Father Eguillon's description of the Southwest missions. While he was at the
preparatory seminary Father Eguillon explained the object
of his presence in his native country by way of conversation
and in answering the many questions of the professors.
. . . He spoke of the impossibility of the priests of the diocese
of Santa Fe of visiting their congregations even once a month;
of the long distances they had to travel on horseback, almost
daily, in all kinds of weather and, in many instances on roads
infested by hostile Indians. These priests, he said, worked very
hard, and still failed to give a regular administration to the
whole of the faithful entrusted to their care. 20

Impressed by Father Eguillon, Father John Baptist Salpointe and Father Francis Jouvenceau offered to go to New
Mexico, provided they could get the consent of their Bishop,
Along with them went three seminarians, four students and
four Christian Brothers. 21 The travelers left from Le Havre
on August 17, 1859, on board the American steamer, Ariel,
arriving safely in New York on August 31, 1859, In New
York the fifth Christian Brother joined their party, Brother
Agustin. 22
From New York the missionary band went to St. Louis
by train. Taking a boat here they went up the river to Kansas City, at that time only a small village. From Kansas City
to Santa Fe stretched the wide plains inhabited by dangerous
nomadic Indian tribes. Across these plains was the now fa19. Loc. cit.
20. Salpointe, Soldiers of the Cross, op. cit., pp. 210-211.
21. From Mont Ferrand: Benedict Bernard, a subdeacon, Peter Martin, minor orders.
From Reims: John B. Theobald Raverdy, a subdeacon. The Christian Brothers: Brothers
Hilarian, Gondulph, Geramius and Galmier. Of the students only one persevered, Peter
Bernal. Cf. Salpointe. op. cit., p. 211.
22. Loc. cit.
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mous Santa Fe Trail. Under the direction of Father Eguillon,
a caravan was fitted out consisting of three spring wagons
and two wagons which Bishop Lamy had provided for the
luggage. When they were in readiness to start the trek, news
came that the Comanches were on the war-path and that only
large caravans could attempt to go through the desert with
any safety. Therefore, the missionaries waited and decided
to travel with freighters going to New Mexico. 23
In the meantime they pitched their tents and camped outside of Kansas City. In getting organized they had some interesting experiences. One of the important problems was who
was to be cook. The following lines written by Archbishop
Salpointe thirty-five years later, explain how this was solved.
. . . We were notified also that custom required we should·
cook for ourselves. Little by little our situation was made
known to us in definite terms and the present question was of
practical importance. Who amongst us would be daring enough
to offer himself for the culinary administration? Everyone,
it is true, was willing to contribute his share to the necessary
menial labor, but none could state what were his peculiar abilities. The situation looked rather perplexed for a while, but it
was soon made clear and satisfactory to all by a few words
of the Vicar General, who assigned to each one what he should
have to do every day during the journey. Two cooks, bad or
good, were designated, two purveyors of fuel, two of water,
and the other men of the caravan, two by two, were to watch
two hours by turns every night over the safety of the camp and
of the animals. Such were the orders, and they were accepted
without objection. 24

When the caravan was numerous enough to start for
Santa Fe, it was decided to leave from a place called White
House, which was about six miles from the missionaries'
camp. All was packed and made ready to join the large caravan when trouble began. The mules had enjoyed their rest
and did not care to pull the wagons! Except for the two Mexicans that Bishop Lamy had sent from Santa Fe, the others
in the party did not know how to cope with these animals.
Nevertheless, even with the frequent interruptions and stale23. Salpointe, OPt cit.• p. 212.
24. Ibid•• pp. 213-214.
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mates they managed to reach White House. Not daring to
trust themselves to such animals, Father Eguillon returned
to Kansas City and purchased what he thought were four
good mules. The next day the group started out ahead of the
main caravan, which was waiting for a few more wagons, because there was not any danger in the immediate vicinity and
they wanted to accustom their animals to work. 25
Another amusing experience was had when the Vicar
General unpacked the heavy clothing that he had prudently
bought for the trip, It turned cold quickly, but the priest was
prepared. Pulling out two cases, he opened one of them. It
contained "heavy common overcoats for all the men of the
party.26 The other case was filled "with rough monumental
boots."27
, .. Neither coats nor boots had been made to order nor selected to suit any particular size, but all these articles had
the advantage of not being too small for anyone. 28

The next surprise for the missionaries came on the third
morning of their journey. The new mules were missing with
no indication of which direction they had gone. They hoped
that if the mules had returned to Kansas City, the caravan
following them would bring the mules along. This is exactly
what happened only the mules were not returned until after
they had reached Santa Fe. Hitching up some saddle horses
to the wagons, they proceeded towards Santa Fe. A few days
later, the caravan of Mr. Moore, a wealthy merchant of New
Mexico, overtook them and so they completed their journey
under this protection reaching the first settlements of New
Mexico on October 23,1859. 29
Four days later, on October 27, 1859, Father Eguillon and
his valiant group of missioners, having had a realistic taste
of life on the plains, entered the old capital of New Mexico. 30
25. Ibid., pp. 214-215.
26. Ibid., p. 215.
27. Loc. cit.
28. Loc. cit.
Salpointe, op. cit., pp.
30. Ibid., p.
their arrival is also mentioned in the letter of Mother Magdalen
Hayden, S.L., Santa Fe, New Mexico, to a Friend, December 10,
(No.
Loretto
Motherhouse Archives: Loretto, Kentucky).

29.

219;

216-218.

1859,

7/64,
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II. New Mexico, 1859-1866
Bishop Lamy received the tired missionaries and made
them as comfortable as his frugality could permit. At the supper served to them, the conversation was, at first, exclusively
in French. Interrupting, Bishop Lamy said sternly.
Gentlemen, you do not know, it seems, that two languages
only are of necessity here, the Spanish, which is spoken generally by the people of this Territory, and the English, which
is the language of the Government. Make your choice between
the two, for the present, but leave your French parley for the
country you have come from. 1

Among the Brothers in the party there was one who spoke
only English and another who had mastered some Spanish.
But, since neither tried to keep up the conversation, silence
prevailed. Father Salpointe relates, "We then proceeded eating with as little noise as possible, and with a kind of lost
appetite." 2 This did not last long because the Bishop himself
burst into laughter and began speaking in French. Nevertheless, the lesson of Bishop Lamy, that of applying oneself to
the study of the languages, was impressed on all the
newcomers.
Father Salpointe in particular must have had a facility
in grasping languages because a few months later, on February 27, 1860, he applied for membership in the New Mexico
Historical Society.3 In the Minutes of the Society we find
wonderment at this talent.
He spoke no English when they arrived in Santa Fe, October 27, 1869; yet here, exactly four months later, he is asking
membership in the new Historical Society! He was elected at
the March meeting-and had already donated some beautiful
fossils from "EI Rancho de la Luz." 4

1. Salpointe, op. cit., p. 219.

2. Loc. cit.
3. Lansing B. Bloom, ed., "Society Minutes, 1859-1863," NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REXVIII (1943), 286.
4. Ibid., p. 287.
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After becoming acquainted with the characteristics of
Villa Santa Fe, 5 the missioners settled down to their assigned
tasks or missions. The Christian Brothers were given a house
and proceeded to prepare to open classes as soon as circumstances allowed. To Father Salpointe was assigned the task
of taking charge of the young seminarians who had come
from France before completing their classical studies, and
to visit once a week the chapels of the Pecos, Galisteo, and
.
Tesuque pueblos. 6
One year later, Father Salpointe was appointed pastor of
Mora to succeed the Reverend Damazo Taladrid. This was
"one of the most important positions in the diocese." 7 Father
Salpointe left Santa Fe on October 28, 1860, and the following notation of his formally taking over the jurisdiction of
Mora on November 23, 1860, is chronologically inserted in
the burial record of 1860.
EI mismo Dia 23 de
cion de la Mora.

Nbre

recibe el Padre Taladrid juridic-

J. B. Salpointe 8

The parish of Mora comprised the towns and settlements
of Cebolla, Cueva, Agua Negra, Guadalupita, Coyote, Rayado
and Cimarron, all with chapels, except the last three. In 1863,
the parish was enlarged to extend to the rivers Las Animas,
Huerfano and San Carlos, thus making it about two hundred
miles in length from north to south. 9
The Church at Mora was in a ruinous condition and so
the young priest with the help of his people and most of his
savings practically rebuilt it. Looking to the future, even before he had a promise of Sisters to teach, Father Salpointe
turned his attention to the erection of a school.
In the summer of 1863, Bishop Lamy received news from
5. Santa Fe, along with Albuquerque and Santa Cruz enjoyed the distinction of being
called Hla villa," the city. The title of city was given by the Government to the first and
most important Spanish settlements in New Mexico to put them above the level of the
Indian pueblos.
6. Salpointe, op. cit., pp. 221-222.
7. Defouri, op. cit., p. 155.
8. Burial Record-Book B-14, (St. Gertrudis, Mora, New Mexico), A.A.S.F.
9. Salpointe, op. cit., p. 234.
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Denver that Father Machebeuf 10 had met with an accident,
leaving him with a broken leg and little hope for recovery.
He immediately set out from Santa Fe for Denver,u When he
passed through Mora, he asked Father Salpointe to go with
him to Denver. The journey lasted ten days and when they
arrived they found Father Machebeuf on the way to convalescence and most cheerful, although he knew he would be
lame for life. 12
In March, 1864, Father Salpointe, having previously petitioned Mother Magdalen, Superior of the Sisters of Loretto
at the Foot of the Cross in Santa Fe, for teaching Sisters,
made a trip to Santa Fe to obtain the Sisters.
. . . during his [Bishop Lamy's] absence Father Salpointe
from Mora came asking for Sisters for that place. . . . Because of the feast on which they left the Vicar, Fr. Salpointe
and I thought that the house should be named "Convent of the
Annunciation." 13

Father Salpointe and the Sisters Mary Borja, Cecilia and
Ynes arrived in Mora on April 4, 1864,14 The school opened
by the Sisters was only for girls. Therefore, in 1865, Father
Salpointe asked for Christian Brothers to establish a boys'
school. Three Brothers under the direction of Brother Domitian opened St. Mary's College which had an existence of nineteen years. The school was successful from the beginning,15
Great sacrifices were made by all concerned in these early
missions.
10. As Bishop Lamy's Vicar General, Father Machebeuf traveled up and down New
Mexico and Arizona. In October, 1860, he and Reverend J. B. Raverdy, whom Bishop
Lamy had appointed to assist him, were sent to minister in Colorado. The remainder of
their lives was spent in laboring in this area.
On February 5, 1868, the modern states of Colorado and Utah were erected into a
Vicariate Apostolic by the Holy See, and Father Machebeuf was appointed as first Vicar
Apostolic. He Was consecrated bishop in St. Peter's Cathedral, Cincinnati, Ohio, by Archbishop Purcell, on August 16, 1868. On August 16, 1887, the Vicariate was raised to the
status of a diocese. Bishop Macbebeuf died on July 10, 1889.
11. William J. Howlett, Life of Right Reverend Joseph P. Machebeuf, D.D., Pioneer
Priest of Colorado, Vicar Apostolic of Colorado and Utah and First Bishop of Denver,
(Pueblo, Colorado: The Franklin Press, 1908), p. 310.
12. Salpointe, op. cit.• p. 237.
13. Mother Magdalen Hayden, S.L., Santa Fe, New Mexico, to her sister, (Original
in Spanish), September 12, 1864, Loretto Motherhouse Archives, Loretto, Kentucky.
14. Salpointe, loco cit.
15. 75 [sic] Years of Service, 1859-1934, An Historical Sketch of Saint Michael's Colleue, (Santa Fe, New Mexico: Saint Michael's College, 1934), p. 94.

SALPOINTE

13

The Fathers as well as the Sisters were deprived of all
luxuries, and many times even the necessities of life. They
had no bedsteads . . . the food corresponded with the lodging.
It consisted for a whole year of bread and beans. Several times
they did not even have salt.l 6

An amusing incident is told by the Loretto Sisters at
Mora. During a rainy season the water ran freely through the
roof and walls of their adobe building, leaving them without
a dry spot on which to stand or sit. In their distress they
sought the advice and aid of Father Salpointe. Hastening to
his house nearby, great was their astonishment to find him
perched on the window-sill with an umbrella over him, reading his breviary,17 They concluded that his predicament was
as bad as their own.
Conditions at Mora gradually became better. The natives
were taking a more active part in parish life. More children
and, therefore, more families, were being reached through
the schools. The parish was firmly on its feet when, in 1865,
Bishop Lamy asked for volunteers for the shepherdless missions of Arizona.
III. Arizona Days, 1866-84

When Arizona was purchased from Mexico on December
30, 1853,1 it was added to the American Territory of New
Mexico. By decree of the Holy See it was annexed to the Diocese of Santa Fe in 1859. 2 In 1863, it was separated politically, becoming an American territory in its own right. The
ecclesiastical jurisdiction of Arizona, however, still belonged
to the See of Santa Fe. The year 1863 found Arizona without
priests to minister to the people and yet this territory had
16. Annuals of Mora. New Me",ico. Loretto Convent. (Loretto Motherhouse Archives.
Loretto, Kentucky) .
17. Anna C. Minogue. LOTTeto: Annals of the Century. (New York: The America
Press. 1912), pp. 148-149.
1. James Gadsden (1788-1858), United States minister to Mexico and a prominent
Southern railroad man. signed the treaty by which Mexico agreed to sell the large area
now comprising the southern portions of Arizona and New Mexico. The purchase price
was $10,000,000. On the Gadsden Purchase cf. Thomas A. Bailey, A Diplomatic History of
the American People, (4th ed.: New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc.• 1950). p. 279,
and "Gadsden Purchase," Encyclopedia Americana. 12(1950). 217.
2. Cf. Supra. p. 4.
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been one of the first in the New World to have the cross
erected in its soil.
The Franciscan Fathers were the first missionaries who
traversed the area now called Arizona. Two of them 3 left
Mexico in January, 1538, commissioned by the Viceroy, and
went as far as a'large river which they could not cross. The
following year, Fray Marcos de Niza and three other religious joined the military expedition and arrived at the same
river. 4 No missions were established at this time and, therefore, it would seem that these expeditions had for their purpose to ascertain whether the time had come to begin work
among the Indians found there. 5
It was between the years 1687 and 1690 that Arizona's
first mission, Guevavi, was founded by the Jesuit Fathers.
The missions of Tumacacuri, San Xavier, Tubac, Tucson and
others were established successively as circumstances permitted. In 1681, Father Eusebio Kino,6 S.J., was commissioned by his superiors to work f()r the conversion of the
tribes living in the northern portion of the province of Sonora, called Pimerfa Alta.
The above named missions were all founded by Father
Kino. In 1694, Father Kino visited the Pima Indians, who
lived on the Gila River in the vicinity of the "Casas Grandes,"
establishing there two missions. The missionaries pushed
their explorations farther, toward the Gulf of California,
preaching to every tribe on the way. However, the Pimas
unexpectedly rebelled in 1695, and this began a series of
reverses. The death of Father Kino from natural causes occurred in 1711. 7
On November 21, 1751, all the Indian tribes in Pimerfa
Alta, or the northwest part of the province of Sonora, rebelled against their missionaries. The revolt, lasting over
two years, resulted in the death of three of the Jesuit mis3. Fray Juan de la Asuncion and Fray Pedro Nadal. Cf. Salpointe, Soldiers of the Cross,
op. cit., p. 129.
4. From the latitude given by the Fathers for this river, it was the one now known
as the Colorado.
5. Salpoint, op. cit., pp. 129-130.
6. On Kino, S. J., cf. Herbert E. Bolton, Rim of Christendom, A Biooraph'U of Eusebio
Francisco Kino, (New York: Macmillan, 1936).
7. Salpointe, op. cit., pp. 131-132.
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sionaries 8 and the abandonment of all the mission stations
until 1754.
The missionaries again resumed their work in 1754, and
by the year 1762 the Jesuits could number twenty-nine missions in Pimeria Alta. At this period they had no trouble from
the Indians of their missions but they were constantly on the
defense against the attacks of the Apaches, who lived along
almost the entire length of the northern frontier of the province. Another hindrance was the deprivation of the compensation the Jesuit Fathers should have received from the
government. Nevertheless, their work continued until their
expulsion from all Spanish possessions on April 2, 1767. 9
After the suppression of the Jesuits, fourteen Franciscans
from the College of Queretaro were sent to carryon the missionary work. The best known of these was Father Francisco
Garces.
He planned the extension of the missions to the north and
also made contact with the California friars. When his plan
seemed to be maturing in a most satisfactory manner, harsh
treatment by the Spanish soldiers caused a rebe11ion among the
Indians in 1780 that ended only after several missioners had
been put to death, among them Father Garces. Although this
tragedy prevented the extension of the missions, it brought
about a resurgence of faith for some time in the older
missions. lO

The missions prospered under the Franciscan administration and a proof of their success can be seen in the church
they constructed at San Xavier del Bac to replace the old
church built by the Jesuit Fathers.
About the year 1810, the desire for independence from
Spain began to spread throughout the territory of New Spain,
and on September 28, 1821, Mexico gained her independence
from the mother country. The greatest blow to the missions
came when the Franciscans were expelled from the country
by the decree of December 20,1827. This decree and the one
8. Fathers Francisco Xavier Saeta, Enriques Ruen, and Tomas Tello. Cf. Ibid., P. 133.
9. Ibid., pp. 132-139.
10. Roemer, The Catholic Church in the United States, op. cit., p. 24. [Footnote 11
omitted. F.D.R.]
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following it on May 10, 1829, confiscating the property of the
Church, spelled doom for the continuance of the missions.
Most of the Indians, unprotected and without the moral and
material support received from the missions, scattered and
returned gradually to their former Indian life. The only exception was the Indian pueblo at San Xavier. 12
The Arizona missions were not totally abandoned by the
Church. After the expulsion of the Franciscans, priests were
too scarce for the Bishop of Sonora, Mexico, to assign one
for the Arizona missions. He did, however, put the missions
in charge of the parish priests of Magdalena in his diocese of
Sonora. It was a hazardous journey for these priests to visit
Arizona and, therefore, it was the rare occasion that brought
them. When a priest came the people of Tucson had to send
"eighteen to twenty mounted and well armed men" 13 to escort
and protect the priest from Apache attacks. 14
These were the conditions that prevailed in 1859 when
Bishop Lamy sent his Vicar General, Father Machebeuf, to
Arizona to determine the needs of the Catholic population
and the advisability of establishing a mission there. Father
Machebeuf endured the six hundred miles from Santa Fe to
Tucson, one-half of the route being heavily infested with
Apaches. The missionary found that practically all the inhabitants were Catholics and that the majority of the population were in the towns of Tucson, San Xavier del Bac,
Tubac, and Gila City, now Yuma. Since Tucson was the most
important town of the Territory, he chose it for the center
of his labors. 15
The first thing Father Machebeuf accomplished was a trip
to Sonora, Mexico, to see the Bishop of that See. This prelate
transferred to the Vicar General, as representative of the
Bishop of Santa Fe, the entire jurisdiction over the whole of
Arizona. 16
12. Salpointe, op. cit., pp. 180-18l.
13. Ibid., p. 185.
14. L()c. cit.
15. Salpointe, op. cit., pp. 224-226. [The site of Yuma was called Colorado City, not Gila
City which lay about twenty miles upstream from Yuma. Gold was found in 1858 and gave
rise to Gila City which was a ghost town by 1864. Cf. R. K. WylJys, Arizona. Hobson &
Herr, Phoenix, Arizona, 1950. F. D. R.]
16. Ibid., pp. 227-228.
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When Father Machebeuf returned to Arizona, he was kept
busy performing marriages, baptizing and hearing confessions at Tucson, Tubac and San Xavier. A prominent citizen 1 'T
of Tucson gave him a two room house to use for a church
because the old Presidio church was in such a state of ruin
that it was beyond repair. At the San Xavier mission he
found that the Church could still be used for the celebration
of Mass and that the Indians remembered the prayers which
had been taught to them by the Franciscans. The Indian
chief, Jose, gave to Father Machebeuf the sacred vessels 18
he had protected in his house since the expulsion of the
Franciscans. 19
Bishop Lamy requested Father Machebeuf's return and
he arrived in Santa Fe in November, 1859. Although the
Bishop was sending Father Machebeuf to Colorado, he prom.ised that he would send another priest to Arizona as soon as
possible.
After Father Machebeuf, the Arizona missions were
served for about three years by Father Donato Reghieri, who
was killed by the Apaches. 20 The people of Tucson, beingleft
without a priest, sent a petition to Bishop Thaddeus Amat 21
of the Monterey-Los Angeles diocese asking him to send
priests to their area. Bishop Amat sent the appeal for priests
to Bishop Lamy 22 because it was the latter's responsibility.
To solve the problem, Bishop Lamy procured two Jesuits,
Fathers Messea and Bosco, from California for San Xavier
and Tucson, respectively. The stay of the Jesuits was brief,
17. Don Francisco Solano Leon.
18. The objects were: four silver chalices, a gold plated monstrance, two gold cruets
with a silver tray, two small silver candlesticks, two silver censers and a sanctuary carpet.
19. Salpointe, op. cit., PP. 226-227.
20. Sister M. Lucida Savage, C.S.J., The Congregation of St. Joseph of Carondelet, A
Brief Account of Its Origin And Its Work in the United States, (2d ed.; St. Louis: B.
Herder, 1927), p. 249. Further information on Reghieri is lacking.
21. Thaddeus Amat, C.M., was born on December 31, 1811, in Catalonia, Spain. He
joined the Lazarists in Barcelona, January 4, 1832, and was ordained on June 9, 1838 at
Paris by Archbishop Hyacinth Louis Quelen of Paris. Elected to the See of Monterey on
July 29, 1853, he was consecrated, March 12, 1854 at Rome. The title of the See was changed
to Monterey-Los Angeles in 1859. He was interested in particular in the welfare of the
Indians. He died May 12, 1878 in Los Angeles. Cf. Joseph Bernard Code, Dictiona1"lJ of
American Hierarchy, (New York: Longmans, Green, 1940), pp. 6-7.
22. Bishop Amat, Los Angeles, Califomia, to Bishop Lamy, Santa Fe, New Mexico,
1863, (A.A.S.F.).
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however, and, in August, 1864, Bishop Lamy was informed
that they had been recalled. 23
Thus it was that Bishop Lamy asked for volunteers for
the Arizona missions. Because of the dangers of the mission
he did not want to order any priest into the territory. Three
priests volunteered, however, and two were accepted. These
were Father Peter Lassaigne and Father Peter Bernal and
the remaining one who was rejected was Father Salpointe.
He was refused because of the parish projects he was engaged
in at the time which included the building of two schools. The
two volunteers set out for their mission field, completing the
first half of the journey to Arizona by stage without any
difficulty. However, when they reached Las Cruces, the end
of the stage line, they found it impossible, for any amount
of money, to obtain a guide to Tucson. The Apaches were
roaming this area and no one cared to risk his life. After
waiting a number of weeks, the two priests returned to
Santa Fe. 24
One year passed and Bishop Lamy was becoming more
anxious about the portion of his flock that remained without
priests. Although the danger from the Apaches was not lessening, he decided to send Father Salpointe, appointing him
Vicar General for the Arizona Missions. Accompanied by
Fathers Francis Boucard and P. Birmingham, and a school
teacher, Mr. Vincent, he set out for his distant and dangerous
mission on January 6, 1866. Each of the four was supplied
with a saddle horse and they were given a four horse wagon,
driven by a Mexican, to carry their baggage and provisions.
At the request of Bishop Lamy, General Carleton, commander of Fort Marcy at Santa Fe, furnished an escort as
far as Bowie. The journey to Bowie was made in good time
and they arrived on January 24, 1866. The only Indians that
the travelers saw were a few coming towards them on the
seventh day of their journey. Instinctively, the priests, who
were riding a couple of hours ahead of their wagon, galloped
23. Salpointe, op. cit., pp. 240-241.
24. Ibid., p. 241.
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away for their lives, keeping to the trail. The Indians turned
back to the missionaries' great satisfaction. 25
When the missionaries arrived at Fort Bowie, the Major
in charge showed them every courtesy. He suggested that
they wait three days until a freighter would be leaving for
Tucson. It would give the priests added protection to travel
in a large caravan, and the Major also offered to send an
escort of soldiers along with them. This plan was agreed upon
and the delay providentially enabled a dying man, Captain
Tapia from Santa Fe, to receive the Last Sacraments of the
Church from Father Salpointe. 26
On January 27, 1866, the party pulled out crossing barren plains and twining through narrow canyons where some
weeks before travelers had been massacred by the Apaches.
The danger was so great that they did not even light fires
at night. Camps were usually made from one water-hole to
the next unless the distance between them was too great. In
this way, without any mishap, the caravan entered Tucson
about ten o'clock on the morning of February 7,1866. 27
Tucson at this date was a small Mexican town having a
population of about six hundred. There was no church or
priests' residence and so the group of missionaries relied on
the hospitality of the Catholics. One of these, Don Juan Elias,
invited the group to his house and within a few weeks had
purchased with the help of friends a little house and lot near
the place where Father Donato Reghieri, and the Jesuits
after him, had begun to build a church.
( continued)

25. SaJpointe, op. cit., pp. 242-247.
26. Ibid., P. 247
27. Ibid.. pp. 247-248.

